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Session overview

Time Key learning outcomes Resources

25-30 mins By the end of the activity pupils will be able to:

• Understand key financial terminology.

• Understand the value of money, how to manage and use 
money in an increasingly digital or cashless society and how 
to keep money safe.

• Use problem solving skills to work out where the missing 
money may have gone.

• Samir’s birthday budget 
challenge presentation 
slides.

This lesson plan is paired with Banking and budgeting basics when being delivered as facilitated sessions, as the 
content ladders up between lessons. 

The lesson follows Samir going out for the day with his friends to spend his birthday money. At the end of the 
activity, pupils are encouraged to retrace Samir’s steps to solve the mystery of the missing money. The reveal 
points in each scene cover topics such as value for money, creating a budget and making payments.

All the sessions align to the Financial Education Planning Frameworks.

Activities in this lesson are mainly discussion based but there is an optional writing activity where students can
create a mind map around what they have learnt. If this would benefit your group please let this be known at the
time of booking so the facilitator can be prepped and mind map templates printed.

Contents
Activities Time Page

Introduction 5 mins 3

Challenge one: Samir’s birthday budget 15 mins 4

Challenge two: The mystery of the missing money 10 mins 8

© Barclays 2024. Modification of this lesson plan is not permitted. Use of this lesson plan is governed by the LifeSkills terms and conditions which can 
be found at barclayslifeskills.com/terms-and-conditions
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Introduction
Start the session by introducing any volunteers you may have to support the session and ask them to say a little bit 
about themselves and their role/s. 

The characters in the activity – Samir, Nia and Alex are all teenagers so may be slightly older than your class, this will 
encourage them to think about preparing for financial dilemmas in the future. In this section your class will follow Samir 
throughout his day and what he spends his birthday money on. The second section gets pupils to retrace Samir’s steps 
to find the possible causes of the missing money – if you want to view those before you begin the activity click here.

Show slide 2 to your class and read Samir’s story below to your pupils. 

Samir’s story
Samir has received £30 for his 14th birthday and it has been put straight 
into his bank account. He has also saved £15 from doing chores around the 
house so has £45 to spend in total.

To celebrate his birthday, he is going into town with his two friends Nia and 
Alex. Samir has been saving up for a new console game that costs £30, and 
would like to get some lunch from his favourite pizza restaurant that will 
cost him £10. Samir also wants to buy ice creams for himself, Nia and Alex 
after lunch. He has created a budget that includes the game and his pizza 
to make sure that he has some money left over to do this.

Ask your pupils to think about some of the places in 
the story where Samir may need to be careful with his 
money to make sure it is kept safe. Ask them to write 
down three of these places and add some information 
around what he can do to keep his money safe. Now ask 
them if their suggestions would change if they knew 
Samir was going to use card or cash.

This could include:
• At the cash point – make sure he covers his PIN code, make sure he puts 

his bank card safely back in his wallet and not drop it on the floor.
• When he is buying the game – make sure he checks the receipt to ensure 

he has not been overcharged.
• When he is buying a pizza – make sure he has read the menu properly so 

he knows how much his meal will cost, make sure he checks his receipt.
• At the park – make sure his card is safely in his pocket so it is not stolen.

On slide 3 you will see an illustration of a high street with a computer games 
shop, pizza restaurant, bank and the three characters. When you click on each 
letter, you will be taken to each corresponding scene, for example inside the 
computer games shop. Starting with the group of friends at letter A, work
your way through the slides, clicking on each number reveal point in chronological 
order to explore more information on what is happening in each scene. Use 
the guidance below to prompt class discussions around each scene, or get 
pupils to write down their thoughts independently. After each scene, use the 
back arrow to return to the initial high street scene with the letter points to 
explore the scene belonging to the next letter.

Encourage your pupils to keep a close eye on how Samir spends his money 
as it will come in useful when solving the mystery of the missing money in 
section two.

© Barclays 2023

Samir’s birthday budget
	Samir has £45 to spend on his birthday.

	He is going to buy himself a new game and lunch 
at his favourite pizza restaurant.

	He has created a budget so he will have money 
left over to buy him and his friends an ice cream.

Can you think of some places in the story 
where Samir needs to be careful with his 
money and what he could do to keep it safe?

© Barclays 2023
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Challenge one
Samir’s birthday budget

Banking app
Click on reveal point A on the high street to be taken to a 
close up of Samir on his mobile banking app.
Reveal point #1
Start by asking your class what they think a budget is. Explain that it is a plan 
for how to spend a certain amount of money based on income (how much 
money you have/will have) and expenditure (how much you plan to spend). 
The money Samir received from his birthday and doing chores is his income, 
the money he is going to spend in town is his expenditure. Budgets can help 
plan how much money you have available in a certain day or month.

Other prompts for discussion:

Do you think Samir should spend all his money or try 
and save some?

Answer: It is nice that Samir will be able to buy the things 
he really wants, but by not spending all of it and saving 
some he will have money to spend at another time or on 
something even better.

Why do you think it is a good idea for Samir to create a 
budget?

Answer: It can help him save up for the things he really 
wants, and helps him know exactly where his money is 
going. It means he can plan what to spend his money on.

BA N K I N G 
A P P

Your balance is

£45

BA N K I N G 
A P P

Your balance is

£45

1
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Challenge one
Samir’s birthday budget (cont’d)

Computer games shop
Click on reveal point B on the high street to be taken 
inside the computer games shop.
Reveal point #2
Samir is buying the game he has been saving up for. Discuss with your class 
what the shop assistant might ask for when he is making the purchase. This 
could include:

• If he has any ID to prove that he is over a certain age if the game has age 
restrictions.

• How he is paying, cash or card?

• To enter his PIN.

• If he would like a receipt.

• If he would like a bag.

Other prompts for discussion:

What should Samir think about before he buys the game?

Answer: Does he have enough money and how much does 
it leave in his budget? Is the game good value for money? 
Is he getting it for a good price and is it worth it?

What should Samir be careful about when making the 
purchase?

Answer: Is the price at the till or on the receipt the same 
as on the box of the game? Is he covering his PIN and is 
anyone watching him enter his details? If he was using 
cash he should make sure thechange is correct.

Reveal point #3
Nia and Alex are looking at some items in the shop that are on special offer, 
which means that the items can be cheaper in price. Ask your pupils to think 
about examples of money saving offers they have seen. These could include:

• Buy one get one free.

• Half price or 50% off.

• Three for the price of two.

• Multipacks.

• Seasonal discounts such as Black Friday deals.

Download
the app for 

extra points! 

£5
Free
game with 

every games
console

50% OFF

2

3

£30

GAME

£30
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Challenge one
Samir’s birthday budget (cont’d)

Other prompts for discussion:

What are the benefits of money saving offers?

Answer: Alex and Nia can save their money that can then 
be spent on something else.

What can be the disadvantages of money saving offers?

Answer: They could end up buying something they don’t 
need just because it’s cheap. The items they are buying 
may not be very good quality. If they must buy three 
products to get the deal they may end up spending more 
than if they just bought one.

Pizza restaurant
Click on reveal point C on the high street to be taken 
inside the pizza restaurant.
Reveal point #4
Start by asking your class what they think a PIN is. Explain that it is a Personal 
Identification Number. Every time you want to withdraw cash from a cash 
machine and often when you buy products in a shop using a debit card you will 
need to key this in. It is usually four numbers of your choice. 

Next ask them if they have ever used contactless payment before, and what 
they think is good about paying this way. For example:

• You don’t have to remember your PIN.
• You don’t need to touch anything, more hygienic.
• Makes paying for things much quicker.

Explain that sometimes however, using contactless payments may not be 
possible. For example if the payment is over a certain amount of money you 
cannot use contactless and must enter your PIN.

Other prompts for discussion:

Some shops and businesses are becoming cashless (they 
don’t accept coins or notes), why do you think this is?

Answer: It can be more convenient for some shops and 
businesses to not deal in cash as they can see the record 
of transactions online, they don’t need to physically go to 
the bank to get change, using cash can take more time.

Download
the app for 

extra points! 

£5
Free
game with 

every games
console

50% OFF

2

3

£30

GAME

£30

© Barclays 2023

Samir has found the game he wants to buy for 
£30. What might the shop assistant ask Samir 
when they are selling him the game?  

Nia and Alex are looking at some items in the 
shop that are on special offer. This means that 
the items are cheaper in price, or they can get 
something for free if they buy a specific item.

Card only
Service charge will 
be added to all bills

4

5

BANKING APP
Check balance
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Challenge one
Samir’s birthday budget (cont’d)

Reveal point #5
Ask the class if they have heard of, or seen adverts for, banking apps before. 
Get them to think about why banking apps are becoming more popular. This 
could include:

• They help you keep track of money on your phone or tablet.
• Your friends and family can send money straight to your account to save 

them withdrawing money from a cash machine.

Cash machine
Click on reveal point D on the high street to be taken to a 
close up of Samir and his friends at a cash machine.
Reveal point #6

Where has Samir’s money gone?

By clicking through the next slides you will be taken back into the shops and 
shown new ‘reveal points’ that provide clues as to where the missing money 
has gone.

Let your class know that these clues could explain why Samir hasn’t got as 
much money as he thought he did, but which one is the missing money due 
to? It’s up to them to decide where they think the money went.

Card only
Service charge will 
be added to all bills

4

5

BANKING APP
Check balance

© Barclays 2023

This restaurant only accepts card payments and so Samir is using his 
contactless card to pay for his meal. He doesn’t need to type in his PIN as 
his meal costs under the limit, he just taps his card on the payment device.

Some banks have mobile banking apps which allow you to see how much 
money you have in your bank account on a smartphone or tablet. You can 
also send money to other people and they can send money to you. 

Your balance is

£0

6
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Challenge two
The mystery of the missing money

Beginning on slide 14, in this section you will go back through Samir’s story 
and retrace his steps to investigate possible reasons for the missing money. 
Keep clicking through the slides to see new reveal points in each scene, 
using the below questions to prompt a class discussion. Before you click 
each reveal point, ask if your class have noticed any extra information in each 
scene previously which might account for the missing money.

Banking app
Show slide 15 and click on reveal point A on the high 
street to be taken to a close up of Samir on his mobile 
banking app.
Reveal point #1
Did Samir add up his budget properly? Either on paper or in their heads, ask 
pupils to add up all the items in Samir’s budget to check they add up to £45.

Other prompts for discussion:

What could happen if Samir didn’t add up his budget 
properly?

Answer: Samir would have either overspent or underspent 
depending on what mistake he made with his budget. If he 
kept overspending, Samir would run out of money and not 
have enough for the things he really wants.

How can he avoid making mistakes when adding up his 
budget?

Answer: He could double check his sums or get a friend or 
family member to check them, also make sure he knows 
the correct prices of the items in his budget.

For your information, before you start, here are the possible reasons 
for the missing money that will be revealed to your class. There is no 
right or wrong reason – they each could account for Samir’s shortfall.

• Samir did not add his budget up correctly.

• Samir purchased an app for £5 as well as the console game.

• Samir payed a service charge when paying for his lunch without 
realising.

Bank

Pizza
Computer games

Retrace Samir's steps 
and how he spent his 
money to see if you 
can find out where the 
missing £5 has gone.

The mystery of the missing money

© Barclays 2023
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Challenge two
The mystery of the missing money (cont’d)

Computer games shop
Click on reveal point B on the high street to be taken 
inside the computer games shop.
Reveal point #2
Could Samir have been charged for the app when buying the game? Ask 
pupils if they ever buy apps, ormake in-app purchases to help them play 
games. Do they always check the price and make sure they have enough 
money?

Other prompts for discussion:

What could Samir have done to avoid being charged for 
the app?

Answer: He should have read carefully to see if there is an 
upfront cost for the app, or checked his receipt to see if 
any other charges were made.

Pizza restaurant
Click on reveal point C on the high street to be taken 
inside the pizza restaurant.
Reveal point #3
Could a service charge have been added to Samir’s bill without him realising? 
Ask your pupils if they know what a service charge is. Explain that it is an 
amount of money added to your bill to pay for the work of the person who is 
serving you. Often it is optional and you don’t have to pay it, but lots of
restaurants will add it to your bill automatically.

Other prompts for discussion:

Could Samir have got his money back as he paid the 
service charge without realising?

Answer: If Samir checked his receipt afterwards he could 
have spoken to the waitress and asked for the amount to 
be refunded as he wasn’t aware and didn’t budget for the 
service charge.

Download
the app for 

extra points! 

£5
Free
game with 

every games
console

50% OFF
£30

GAME

£30
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Card only
Service charge will 
be added to all bills

BANKING APP
Check balance
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Challenge two
The mystery of the missing money (cont’d)

© Barclays 2024. Modification of this lesson plan is not permitted. Use of this lesson plan is governed by the LifeSkills terms and conditions which can 
be found at barclayslifeskills.com/terms-and-conditions

Ask pupils to discuss in pairs or small groups some key things that they have 
learnt from the session, e.g. are there any new skills that they have learnt or 
things they now know which they didn’t know at the start of the lesson. 

Next ask pupils to discuss specifically what skills and knowledge they 
learned in the first part of the session that were useful in the second. E.g. 
students might identify that thinking about ‘wants and needs’ was useful for 
discussing what Samir could do with his budget.

Alternatively, if a writing activity would benefit the group, pupils should spend 
some time completing the mind map template answering these questions.

To close the lesson ask pupils who are comfortable to share any key take aways.

Show slide 22 and take a vote among your class to see which option 
they think is the most likely reason Samir is missing his money. If the 
lesson is being delivered online or remotely pupils could use the chat 
or vote functionality if available to cast their vote. Ask them to vote 
for one of the following options:

• Samir did not add his budget up correctly.

• Samir purchased an app as well as the console game.

• Samir payed a service charge for his lunch without realising.

Click on reveal point #4 to discover what Samir 
discovers when he checks his receipts.

© Barclays 2023

Receipt

4

Where do you think the missing money went?
• Samir did not add his budget up correctly.
• Samir purchased an app as well as the 

console game. 
• Samir payed a service charge for his lunch 

without realising.  
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